ENGL 102: Topic Planning Sheet
My topic: 
My stance/working thesis (you should be able to come up with this without research):


1. For five minutes, write about why this issue is important to you. Note, you’re not necessarily writing about your stance or reasons yet. You’re just writing about why you chose this issue/what interested you in this topic/why you think it is highly relevant and crucial for readers to understand. If you cannot write for five minutes about why this topic is important to you, consider choosing a new topic.

2. For fifteen-twenty minutes write about your stance and why you have it (this can be a start on your homework for Monday, so write on a separate sheet of paper). If you cannot write for fifteen minutes about your topic, I strongly suggest considering a new topic.

3. Find at least one person in the class or in your home (a real person who you know) who has a different (opposing) stance on your topic. 
a. Person’s name ________________________________
b. Write down all the reasons this person gives for his or her stance. Listen without criticizing (for now).


4. In five minutes, come up with as many questions—from as many different angles—as possible (as we’ve done before, but a longer list). Once you’re in your group, pass your sheet around. Each group member should add one new question to your list.








5. Research Prep:
a. Write down your three-four key words or phrases and come up with three synonyms (minimum) for each:
b. Write down three academic disciplines that overlap your topic (use the databases by subject list on the library page):
c. 




